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Lincoln  s  Worn  Cabinet  Table 

Used  for  Signing  Trade  Treaty 




WASHINGTON  -WP)-  The  British 
and  Canadian  trade  agreements 
were  signed  yesterday  on  a  well- 
worn  walnut  table,  around  which 
Abraham  Lincoln's  cabinet  used  to 
confer. 

The  table  was  brought  from  stor- 
age and  placed  in  the  mirrored 
East  room  of  the  White  House  for 
the  ceremony.  At  its  center  sat 
President  Roosevelt  in  a  tall, 
carved  oak  chair. 

Beside  him  were  the  signers — 
Sir  Ronald  Lindsay,  the  six-foot- 
six  British  amabassador;  W.  L. 
MacKenzie  King,  Canada's  chunky 
prime  minister;  white-haired  Sec- 
retary Cordell  Hull  of  the  Amer- 
ican state  department,  and  Arnold 
E.  Overton,  young,  wavy-haired 
chief  of  the  British  trade  delega- 
tion. 


Big  chrysanthemums  filled  tall 
black  vases  back  of  the  table,  and 
bowls  of  yellow  asters  stood  on  the 
four  white  mantels.  A  breeze  blow- 
ing through  the  open  French  win- 
dows rippled  the  heavy  crimson 
draperies. 

In  a  half  circle  sat  cabinet  mem- 
bers, diplomats,  a  few  members  of 
congress  —  altogether  100  or  more 
guests.  Military  aides  of  the  three 
nations,  their  golden  epaulets  glit- 
tering from  the  lights  of  the  great 
chandeliers,  stood  at  the  door. 

The  signing  took  only  seven 
minutes.  An  aide  handed  President 
Roosevelt  the  bulky  documents, 
gilt-edged  and  marked  with  rib- 
bons. The  Canadian  treaty  was 
signed  first,  then  the  British. 

Sir  Ronald  used  a  fountain  pen, 
but  he  didn't  trust  it.  He  stuck  it 
I  into  an  inkwell  first. 
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